Marine bacteria associated with sponge as source of cyclic peptides.
Two bacteria associated with the marine sponge Ircinia variabilis were isolated using commercial and experimental media. The use of media containing marine derived proteins improved the growth of both isolated bacteria, showing that marine bacteria need of marine derived proteins for a better growth. The composition of free and total fatty acids of both strains cultivated under different carbon source was investigated. Several diketopiperazines were isolated from both bacteria and the hypothesis of their role in the bacterial-spongy interaction is discussed.